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Mass. Horticultural Society to Bloom on Surface Artery 
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Source: Mass. Horticultural Society/Bluestone Planning Group 






Central Artery Hudson Street Detour 


The Central Artery /Tunnel (CA/T) project again found itself 
facing angry representatives from Chinatown and apologizing 
for not having talked with them about a "temporary" (six years) 
ramp on Hudson Street. 

First revealed to the Chinatown community in June, the detour 
ramp was called needed because a proposed temporary bridge 
could not accommodate all the traffic heading to the South End 

and South Boston. The Hudson Street ramp would funnel traffic 
across the Harrison Avenue bridge. 

Planning to advertise a contract for spring 1997 construction 
that would include the detour ramp, the CA/T project told 
community representatives in August and September it was 
unlikely an alternative that maintained all traffic moves could be 
found...in time to meet its deadline. 

Apparently, vocal protests from the Chinatown community 
were heard in City Hall. Boston Transportation Department staff 
and consultants, Bruce Campbell & Assoc. met with Chinatown 
representatives and presented the CA/T project with an alterna- 
tive that would eliminate the Hudson Street ramp. On Sept. 30, CA/ 
T staff announced it had a revised design it feels will work until 2002. 

The new scheme removes the Hudson Street detour ramp, 
replacing it with another ramp—Ramp T-6C—that would be at 
an angle to the new Albany Street bridge. 
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The Massachusetts Horticultural Society is actively 
developing plans for its new downtown headquarters 
on future Surface Artery parcels. To be located on three 
blocks near Dewey Square between Summer Street and 
the Evelyn F. Moakley Bridge (New Northem Avenue), 
the complex will consist of three main buildings and a 
Chinese garden. The northemmost parcel will host a 125- 
foot, 32,000 s.f. "Glass House" for trees and shrubs. 
Connected by an overhead pedestrian walkway will be a 
75-foot, 76,000+ s.f. program/educationAisitors center 
which will also be connected to the adjacent parcel by a 
walkway over Congress Street Finally, where the former 
Peter Pan bus terminal stood will be a 55-foot, 18,000 s.f 
building for exhibits/retail that will wrap the Central Artery 
vent building and a 32,000 s.f. outdoor Chinese garden. 
Mass Hort. Executive Director John Peterson is seeking 
a mechanism for getting rights to the land years before the 
parcels will be created in 2004 so the 167-year-old non- 
profit organization can begin fundraising. Mass Hort. is 
famous for 126-year flower show annual tradition. Be- 
cause of its public use, the complex will count as open 
space to comply with mandates requiring 75 percent 
open space on the new Surface Artery parcels... 





Recent developments in the Downtown Cross- 
ing retail district are sending mixed signals about the health 
of the century-old shopping area on Washington Street. 

On the positive side, Borders Bookstore opened at 10-24 
School Street in the former Boston Five Cents Savings Bank and 
Tello's clothing store opened a new superstore at 459 Washington 
St. Recently, Loehmann's women's store opened October 10 at 
333 Washington St., and Marshalls discount store is opening 
November 14 in the basement under Woolworth and the former 
Walgreens drugstore. The city of Boston will give Washington 
Street a "facelift," adding new lighting, banners, signs, trash cans, etc. 

On the negative side, Macy's (Jordan Marsh) is downsizing by 
planning to rent the top four floors of its existing store as office 
space, Filene's canceled expansion plans last year, construction of 
an elevator to the Orange Line platform has torn up Shoppers Park 
for about 18 months, at least four stores stand vacant opposite 
Macy's on Washington Street, and the city's request for proposal 
to develop Hayward Place (a 38,000 sq. ft. parking lot adjacent to 
Lafayette Place drew no responses. 

Adding more uncertainty to the future of Downtown Crossing 
are the tentative plans to turn Lafayette Place into a 20-screen 
movie complex with theme restaurants and big-box retail and the 
MBTA's plans to run trackless trolleys on Washington Street 
from Dudley Square. 

























People Movers 


John Magee was appointed Commisisoner of the Boston 
Transportation Dept. He was formerly the National High- 
way Safety Administration's regional program administrator. 

James Aloisi, former MassPike general counsel, to "of 
counsel” at the law firm of Hill and Barlow. 

John Judge, from MassPike to ATC Environmental, Inc. 

Bruce Grimaldi, from MassPike to happier ventures. 

Len Barbieri, MassPike to Fay, Spofford & Thorndike and 
back to MassPike 

Colleen Tuck, from Massport to Move Mass. 2000. 

Anthony Petrocelli is the City Neighborhood Services 
coordinator for East Boston & North End/ Waterfront 

Joe Plagenza, from Neighborhood Services coordinator for 
East Boston & North End/ Waterfront, to CA/T project. 

Dan Jones, from Stone & Webster to Sverdrup Corp. 

Mary McShane, from Sverdrup to Howard/Stein-Hudson. 

Bill Palmeri, from LEA to Stone & Webster. 

Charlie Crevo, from VHB to Holden Engineering. 

Bob Michaud, from VHB to F. R. Harris then back to VHB. 

David Spillane, from Goody, Clancy to VHB. 

Fred Richards, from Christopher Chadbourne & Assoc. to 
Goody, Clancy. 

Charles O'Leary, former New Hampshire DOT commis- 
sioner to New England Concrete in North Attleboro. 

Jim Rooney, acting chief financial officer for MassPike 
while remaining CFO for the CA/T project 

Robert Russo, from CA/T chief counsel to same at MassPike. 

Bill Whitney, from N. E. Aquarium to The Druker Company. 

Michael Swanson, from EOTC to MassPike director of toll 
operations. 

Joe Gill to chief engineer at MassPike. 



































@ Massport's Generic Environmental 
Impact Report (GEIR) Update received 
high marks from Secretary of Environmental 
Affairs Trudy Coxe in the certificate issued 
on October 2 (surprise). Secretary Coxe also 
chastised some commenters who were criti- 
cal of the GEIR process for not suggesting 
how the review process could be improved. 





© Recently passed federal legislation 
makes the 30 islands in Boston Harbor into the 
Boston Harbor Islands National Recre- 
ation Area. Funding will be one dollar of 
federal funds for every three dollars of state 
or private funds. 

The National Recreation Area will be gov- 
erned by a 13-member board representing 
city and state agencies as well as the Na- 
tional Park Service and private landowners. 
Long-range attendance figures are projected 
to reach as high as 500,000 visitors per year. 

No federal funding has been allocated for 
this new National Recreation Area. 
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At the “urging" of light rail advocates in Jamaica 
Plain, the MBTA is making major changes to the 
Route 39 bus (Forest Hills—Back Bay station). 
Paying closer attention to the entire system's net- 
work of bus routes than ever before, the MBTA's 
Service Planning department is in the process of 
recommending significant service modifications 
to the Route 39, a heavily used line carrying over 
17,000 riders a day. Although the MBTA is study- 
ing many bus routes, the Route 39 is a priority: the 
MBTA hopes the bus service improves and will 
convince people to stop fighting for the return of 
light rail in Jamaica Plain. 

Some of the recommended improvements include: 
* adding more buses during the observed peak hours 
and reducing service in periods with less demand 
* allowing more running time from end to end in the 
schedule for a more realistic trip time 
eliminating 18 bus stops (26 percent of the total) 
which account for only 11 percent of all boardings 
allow drivers to open the rear door to alleviate 
congestion at the front door 
stationing inspectors at Forest Hills in the morn- 
ing and Back Bay station in the evening to help 
regulate the buses 
periodic short-routing, skipping Copley Square 
Of course, the Route 39 is still a "temporary" 
route, substituting for the E-Line Arborway street- 
car which has not run since Dec. 1985... 


The Landmark Center is the name of the Abbey 
Corporation's proposal to renovate the former Sears 
Building on Park Drive in the Fenway. The proposal 
calls for creating 650,000 s.f. of first-class office space, 
220,000 s.f. of "prime retail space," a health center, a big 
day care center and parking for 1,966 cars. 

This is the fourth development planned for the historic 
Art Moderne-style warehouse building which served 
Sears' regional mail-order business from 1933 to 1988. 
The Abbey Corporation plans to restore the historic 
main building and convert the lower three-story building 
behind to a parking garage. 






















© MassPike improvements to promote 
as pedestrian-friendly environment around 
Dartmouth Street-Huntington Avenue are not 
going to happen. Although construction bids 
for the project were opened in July, MassPike 
didn't feel there was consensus among the 
various constituents to proceed. Control of 
MassPike Board by the Weld Administration 
coincided with the decision not to proceed. 
The City of Boston had not yet received 
approval from the Public Improvements Com- 
mission (PIC) and MassPike and the City had 
not agreed on how to improve the pedestnian 
crossing at Back Bay station. Plans to close 
Dartmouth Street southbound in front of the 
Public Library may go to the PIC, but without 
plans or funding for any improvements. The 


result is a lost opportunity. 
































@ Under its Chapter 91 waterways li- 
cense, the Central Artery/Tunnel project (CA/ 
T) was committed to fund new water transit 
within Boston Inner Harbor by July 1. 
1996. The new ferry routes recommended 
by a 1993 study team are: 

¢ Adding North Station (Lovejoy Wharf) as 

a terminus to the existing and very suc- 

cessful Charlestown—Long Wharf shuttle 
¢ North Station—World Trade Center 
¢ North Station—South Station area (Russia 

Wharf or Fan Pier) 

The July 1 deadline has passed and con- 
struction on the Central Artery mainline has 
begun, but no ferry service. Officials say the 
service has been postponed because bids 
came in requiring an annual subsidy of $17 
million, significantly higher than the CA/T 
budgeted subsidy of $0.3 million, but a dif- 
ference of only 0.01 percent in the $10.4 
billion CA/T project. 

Meanwhile, a City/Airport Water Taxi 
service is available serving the Inner Harbor 
($5 per person) and the airport ($10 per 
person); call 422-0392. 

Commuter boat service has resumed (after a 
10-year hiatus) between Quincy and Boston. 
Operated by Boston Harbor Cruises, service 
runs weekdays in peak commuter times only. 































(5) The never-ending saga of the MBT A's 
"plans" to replace the Orange Line on 
Washington Street has a new twist. The 
MBTA recently revived its 1990 plans to 
implement electric trolley bus service from 
Dudley Square to downtown, presenting three 
variations at community meetings of how 
the trolley bus could ply the street. The 
MBTA described the proposed system to 
community groups and people still clinging 
to the hope the MBTA would choose light 
rail, noting now that trolley buses give reli- 
able, clean, permanent service —just like light 
rail and in contrast to buses. 

However, the MBTA also announced that 
itis now leaning toward clean-buming com- 
pressed natural gas (CNG) buses that do not 
require wires. The MBTA says these buses 
would be compatible in the future with ve- 
hicles on the South Boston Transitway line. 
After 19 years of talking about the perma- 
nence of overhead trolley wires, the CNG 
bus abandons the sense of permanence many 
in the community desire! It seems the com- 
munity has lost confidence in the MBTA's 
ability to run reliable bus service, and despite 
CNG buses meeting design criteria, it may be 
difficult gaining community support. 





No tenants have been named yet, but the office space is City Hall Plaza Makeover...Plans for revitalizing 
expected to house 4,000 workers. Although not specified, the City Hall Plaza have undergone changes. Famous 
proposal says a variety of retail— food court, bookstore, cellist Yo-Yo Ma's proposal for a music garden has 
supermarket and cinema complex— are possibilities. been dropped due to his insistence it be completed 

The Abbey Corporation would give the City of Boston by June 1997 to be part of a film he is making. 
the parking lot across Park Drive for the City to restore to Completing the design and securing funding could 
part of the Emerald Necklace and would landscape the not be done so quickly. 
entire 8.8-acre site. In addition, strong opposition to the proposed 





footbridge over Congress Street from City Hall 
Plaza to the Faneuil Hall area is being voiced for the 
umpteenth time in 30 years by the Beacon Hill Civic 
Association, North End, WalkBoston and others. A 
second draft of a traffic and pedestrian flow study is in 
progress and public meetings are to be held in November. 

Plans for a hotel between the JFK Federal Build- 
ing and City Hall are progressing — six developers 
submitted proposals for the site. 















Welcome to The Boston Informer! 


The goal is simple: provide concise public information on 
construction projects, planning initiatives, and whatever else 
affects living and working in Boston. Welcome to The Boston 
Informer! 


The Boston Informer is published by ATC Information, Inc., six 
times yearly in Boston, Massachusetts. President: Anthony Casendino; 
vice-presidents, Anne McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 

The Boston Informer is available by mail only. $20.00 per year 
(cheap!). Inquiries Questions? Telephone (617) 723-3584. 
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"OPEN SPACE = 
PURLIC RUILDING" 















You were asking... 


Q. Whatimprovements to the Longfellow Bridge is the 
Central Artery/Tunnel project required to make as a 
result of the project's approvals? 

A. None. The requirement to improve the bridge lighting, 
finishes and other aspects of the salt-and-pepper bridge 
was removed in the Notice of Project Change filed for 

the revised Charles River Crossing plan. 


Q. Now that the famous Langone Funeral Home on 
Merrimac Street is gone to make way for a super- 
wide "boulevard" and a new state courthouse, where 
will the funeral home go? 

A. The Boston Redevelopment Authority has approved a 
new location at 560 Commercial St. Plans include three 
large chapels, family rooms, a parking garage and a 
showroom. In the meantime, the funeral home is 
operating from temporary quarters on Hanover Street 

in the North End. 























Q. What's going on with the MBTA's new study of 
circumferential transit, the so-called Urban Ring? 
A. Itseems that MBTA Chairman James Kerasiotes isn't 
kidding when he suggests a lack of interest in the 
concépt of crosstown transit service. A consultant 
team was selected in March of this year, but its contract 
has been systematically omitted from the Board of Direc- 
tors’ agenda and therefore has not yet been approved. 
This follows the Chairman Kerasiotes’ statement ask- 
ing why circumferential transit should be studied if 
there's no money to build a light rail line (or heavy rail 
or high-speed rail—but who suggested or decided on 
a rail line?) and that the top "priority" is the No. Station— 
So. Station Rail Link. So, don't count on crosstown 
transit for a while—at least not until after the Rail Link 
is built, and that's a long time away. Hey, it's only a 
study, and an almost circular one at that... 
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